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	Chain-O-Lakes Holiday Celebration
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The holiday celebration got off to a great start at the home of Dave and Colleen Delahunty at our annual Christmas party on December 14th.  We had a wonderful turnout of members and, as usual, Dave and Colleen hosted an elegant and fun get-together. We enjoyed honey-baked ham, many delicious appetizers and of course, the liquid spirits of the season to add to the festive mode!  
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Those guests who were interested were treated to a showing of a Jimmy Buffet concert on the “big screen” while others mingled and enjoyed the good food, great conversation, and delighted in the warm fireplace and Colleen’s beautiful holiday decorations.  
It was especially nice to see some new faces at the party this year:  Vince and Nancy Byrne, Tom and Nancy Mueller, and Dave and Diana Hansen.  Our USPS Christmas party is always a highlight of the year, and many thanks go to Dave and Colleen for opening their home and hosting a wonderful evening.

Lt Nancy Herbig. 


	


	Commander’s Message

	Happy New Year to all the members of USPS and the Chain-O-Lakes squadron.
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Now that 2007 is behind us and we can reflect on all we have accomplished, we must look toward our goals for 2008. It is coincidental that P/C Ross Gemmill supplied the two images with the captions for the LINK. I used them in my message because I thought they were very appropriate. We worked hard as a team to get the most out of the boating season and the 2007 year, but now it is time to get a jump on the new year. The Bridge has been nominated and the election is coming up soon. It is time to cast your votes so the new Bridge can start working for you and the community for 2008. 
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Remember when you attended your first public boating class? Or when you were a new member and attended the first dinner meeting? It could have been in 2007 or many years ago. Those events were planned and organized for your benefit! Our members spend time on these events for the benefit of the members and prospective members. We had good attendance and participation at our boating classes, member classes, and events for 2007. Our goal is to increase the attendance at all of our activities for 2008. One way this can be done is by each member contributing a little time each month to attend a meeting, make some calls, or help others with organizing an event. Setting aside 1 to 2 hours a week can make a big difference. 
Lets all make a difference this year. 
Cdr Ron Herbig, AP   

	Quick Reference to Events: January and February 

	January
02 January 
1930 – Bridge/ExCom Meeting at David Howard’s home. 
12 January
1900 – Founders Day Dinner and 
COL Annual Meeting at Wool Street Grill, Shirley Wojcicki, Chair. See page 3.  
26 January
1000 – District 20 Operations Workshop, Hilton Hotel, Lisle, IL. See page 8.
February
06 February
1930 – Bridge/ExCom Meeting at the Herbigs’ home.
19-24 February
USPS National Meeting, Dallas, Texas. 

23 February
1830 – Change of Watch at Onion Pub, Ron Herbig, Chair.  See page 4.
25 February
[March Issue] LINK Deadline.



	


	Mark Your Calendar!

	Please join us for the

Chain-O-Lakes Sail & Power Squadron

Founder’s Day Dinner Celebration
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Saturday 12 January 2008
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Wool Street Grill & Sports Bar

128 Wool Street 
Barrington, IL 60010
847.304.0313

Cocktails at 1830 hours

Dinner at 1930 hours

Guest Speaker: P/C Patricia Braker, JN

Please RSVP by 5 January to Shirley Wojcicki at 847.650.1680

Buffet Includes - Salmon portions on bed of sautéed spinach, Medallions of tenderloin, Cheese Ravioli in vodka sauce, Teriyaki Green Beans, Garden Salad, Baked Potato, Unlimited soda - $25.00 per person including tax and gratuity. Cash Bar.

This is also the Chain-O-Lakes Sail & Power Squadron Annual meeting. Please attend to vote on the bridge member nominations for the coming year and the bylaws amendments attached. 
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Lake Cook Road is also Main Street in Barrington



	2008 Change of Watch

Chain-O-Lakes Sail & Power Squadron

Saturday 23 February 2008
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Onion Pub and Brewery
22221 Pepper Road
Lake Barrington, IL 60010
847.381.7308
Cocktails at 1830 hours - Cash bar
Dinner at 1930 hours

Dinner - $44.00    
(including tax and gratuity, make check payable to COL)
Pecan Crusted Pork Tenderloin
Pork Tenderloin grilled, then baked with a Pecan Crust 
and served with a Maple Caramel Sauce

Roast Sirloin Beef
Roast sirloin of beef accompanied with roasted garlic mashed potatoes.

Roast Chicken
Succulent breast of roasted chicken accompanied with rice pilaf.
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All dinners include
Salad, Fresh baked rolls, seasoned vegetables, regular/decaffeinated coffee, 
assorted teas, assorted sodas, and dessert.

Dress: Uniform A with bow tie or business suit
Reservations required
Contact Cdr Ron Herbig, AP
847.223.9594 or

COL-USPS@sbcglobal.net

by 15 February 2008



	Executive Department

Safety 

The Illinois I.C.E. Program
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If you should ever become incapacitated in case of an emergency, Illinois emergency workers need a quick way to find out who they should contact. Paramedics, police and firefighters often waste valuable time trying to figure out which name in a cell phone to call when disaster strikes. They need to talk immediately to a family member or close friend so you can get the medical attention you need as soon as possible. Illinois launched the I.C.E. program as a free and easy way to help emergency workers help you.

All you have to do is put the name of your emergency contact in your cell phone phonebook with the word "ICE" in front of it. "ICE" stands for "In Case of Emergency." For example, if your emergency contact is Sheila, you should put "ICE -- Sheila" in your phone book. That way, emergency workers treating you can quickly contact Sheila to get the information about you that they need. You can also have more than one emergency contact -- you just list them as ICE1, ICE2, and so on. 
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The State emergency agencies have been notified to look for ICE numbers if they ever come across an unconscious person in an accident. Illinois is the first state to implement this program on such a large scale. Now that police officers, firefighters and paramedics are on the lookout for ICE numbers, putting your emergency contact in your phone could help save your life one day in case of emergency. 

Lt David Howard 

Safety Officer
	
	From the D20 Boat Show Committee 
The Chicago Boat Show (16-20 January) and Strictly Sail Show (30 January – 3 February) are almost here and we still need volunteers to man our booth at both these shows. If you would like to volunteer again this year, please contact me as soon as possible.  

Waukegan has indicated that they will again cover Thursday at Strictly Sail and I am hoping that Chicago will again cover Saturday at the Chicago Boat Show, though this has not yet been confirmed. We need names by 11 January for Chicago Boat Show and 25 January for the Strictly Sail Show. Booth guidelines and procedures will be emailed to all volunteers before the shows. 

Thanks for your help. 

Louise Potter
District 20 Boat Show Co-Chair
815-933-1470 or 630-660-0331
Mentoring Committee 

The Mentoring Committee has a new leader. P/C Pat Braker has agreed to keep this valuable program going. Her dedication and leadership will help our new members feel welcomed as well as informed about our events and activities. Please help Pat make this program an overwhelming success. 

Keep it between the buoys, 

Lt/C John S. Kida, AP

Executive Officer

Educational Department

The JN class is still underway with many enthusiastic students. The weather isn’t exactly suited for taking sight readings but the students will be successful. 
P/C David Delahunty, SN 

Squadron Educational Officer

	
	
	


	Administrative Department

Our next two events are the most important for the squadron. The Annual Meeting/ Founder’s Day dinner will be an opportunity to vote on the recommendations to the squadron bylaws and the bridge nominations for the new year. Please join your fellow members for this important occasion.
The Change of Watch is the time when the 2007 Commander and Bridge are relieved of their duties in favor of the newly elected officers for 2008. This is the most important and formal USPS event of the year. It’s akin to the inauguration, without the secret service. The COL Change of Watch will be held on Saturday 23 February. Join us to welcome the new Bridge and thank the current Bridge for their work in 2007.

Stay dry,

Lt/C Howard Claflin, 
Administrative Officer
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Secretary’s Department
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Happy Birthday to:
Michael Mueller

21 January

Jim Geske

28 January

Paul Lulofs

03 February

Gary A. Fischer

07 February

Peggy Howard

07 February

William K. Bellinger

09 February

Patty Lindholm

17 February

Ann Marie Kida

22 February

Nancy  Herbig

23 February


	
	Annual Roster Updates

Reminder – The annual squadron and district rosters are created from our national DB2000 database. The Roster Chair can only change database information that is provided by you. If any information, (home address, phone, email address, etc.),  has changed from the current roster, make sure you communicate those changes to P/C Ross Gemmill, AP as soon as possible.

D/LT Pat Braker, JN
District 20 Roster Committee Chairman
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Congratulations
The following members will reach a milestone year in their membership with the Chain-O-Lakes and USPS during 2008:
Robert H. Havens

50 

Lana Stubbs

25 

William M. Bellinger

20 

Keith N. Mierzwa

20 

Michael N. Mueller

20 

Sue Bellinger

15

Martin J. Pollak

10 

Ralph Krouse

10 

Ann M. Mundt

5 

S. Michael Wilson

5 

Sandra Wilson

5 

Ann Marie Kida

5 

John S. Kida

5 


Don’t forget to send any news that you would like to share with fellow COL members to Link-Editor@sbcglobal.net and I’ll put it in the following month’s LINK (edited, of course!).   

Lt Nancy Herbig

LINK Editor

	
	
	

	Squadron News

	Congratulations to SEO Dave Delahunty, SN and the Education team on the Excellence in Recreational Boating Education award. Chain-O-Lakes had the highest percentage in District 20 for boating exams to membership. A special thank you to all the members who contributed to this award by teaching classes and proctoring examinations during 2007. I also would like to congratulate the members who participated in COL classes to further their boating education. 

Advanced Grades

Seamanship – 
Gary Braker, AP, instructor
Vince Byrne

Advanced Piloting – 
Dave Delahunty, SN, instructor

Vince Byrne

Ron Herbig

John Kida

Tom Mueller

Fritz Ward

Electives

Instructor Development – 
Dave Delahunty, SN, instructor
Jim Fuerholzer

Dave Howard

Electives

Engine Maintenance – 
Jim Bowgren, JN, instructor

Gerry Bernat

Jim Fuerholzer

Ross Gemmill

Dave Howard

J. Mark King

Weather – 
Dave Delahunty, SN, instructor

Vince Byrne

Ron Herbig

Dave Howard

John Kida

Tom Mueller
Specialty

Operations Training – 
Bill Bellinger, SN, instructor
Esther Ahern

Howard Claflin

Ron Herbig

John Kida

Vessel Safety Training – 
Fred Bies, AP, instructor
Howard Claflin

Jim Fuerholzer

Sue Hammonds

Dave Howard

J. Mark King

Tom Maguire
Public - Boat Smart
Jim Bowgren, JN, instructor 
Dave Delahunty, SN, instructor 

John Kida, AP, instructor

Fritz Ward, AP, instructor

Public - Boat Smart
Esther Ahern, S, proctor

Gerry Bernat, JN, proctor Gary Braker, AP, proctor

Pat Braker, JN, proctor

Public - Boat Smart
Colleen Delahunty, S, proctor 

Jim Fuerholzer, proctor

Ross Gemmill,AP, proctor 

Dave Howard, proctor

J. Mark King, proctor


	Squadron Bylaws
The Rules Committee presented recommended amendments to the Chain-O-Lakes bylaws. This has been done in accordance with requirements set forth by USPS and COL. Now is the time for all members to participant in setting these amendments into motion. 

Joins us for the Annual Meeting and Founder’s Day dinner on 12 January. P/C Pat Braker put together a new presentation that should be enlightening. 
P/C Ross E. Gemmill, AP
	Remember the Question?
I found out the plaque shown on the right was something that nobody wanted to receive. The details are not important at this time but its use was discontinued. 

If you want to know what it was all about, talk with one of our long-time members who can fill you in on the details. Join us at our next meeting or event and ask about it. 

Cdr Ron Herbig, AP

	


	District News

	[image: image5.jpg]TRIDENT

‘EXTRA’

UNITED STATES POWER SQUADRONS®

Sail and Power Boating

ALL INCOMING SQUADRON OFFICERS
AND COMMITTEE CHAIRS

This is for you!

OPERATIONS WORKSHOP

26 JANUARY, 2008
HILTONHOTEL
LISLE, IL

Operations Workshop will be held 26 January at the Hilton Hotel in Lisle, Ilinois. This
workshop s intended to present to incoming squadron officers and committee chairs
the scope of their responsibilities for the upcoming year.  Your district officers have
worked hard for your benefit so plan to take advantage of this terrific learning opportunity.
The day wil begin with a

1000 Town Hall Meeting

This is an “Open Forum’ where you can address the members of the District Bridge with
your ideas on how District 20 can better serve the squadrons, or any other thoughts for
the good of the district and squadrons.

1100 to 1215 Officer’s Workshops

The workshops will be presented by each District Officer and are geared to their
counterparts at the squadron level as well as the incoming committee chairs. This is a
great opportunity for you, as an incoming squadron officer, to meet your fellow squadron
officers and leam what your duties and responsibiliies will be for the upcoming year.

1230 to 1330 Lunch On your own at the hotel restaurant or at one of several along
Naperville Road, but be sure to get back to the Hilton for.....

www uspsd20.org.






	District News
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1345 Guest Speaker, Sergeant Joe Morelock
Sergeant Morelock is our current State Boating Law

Administrator. He is also an Emergency Response Coordinator
and he is the chairman of the Recreational Boat Safety
Committee (IDNR Police).

Sergeant Morelock has 17 years of law enforcement experience
with eight of those years being spent with the llinois Department
of Natural Resources. Most recently he was promoted to sergeant

in August, 2007. He lives in Decatur, llinais with his wife, Hilary and their children, Alex
and Mia and is a veteran of the U.S. Marine Corps having served i the Miltary Police,
Desert Shield, Desert Storm, and in Somalia. He also served aboard the USS Trenton,
the Oldendorf, and the Qgden.

Sergeant Morelock will give a presentation about the recommended mandatory
education laws that will be presented to the state legislature.

1530 Two Seminars

One will be the USPS Instructor Recertification presented by DILUC Pat Antoni, SN,
District 20 Educational Officer. If you are a certified instructor of USPS Public Boating
Courses and have had your card for four or more years, you need to be recerified.
You will need to take this one hour seminar in order to continue your certiication as an
instructor of our Boating courses. Please note, however, that if you have not yet
reached the four year mark where you need to be recertified, you can still take the
recertification seminar vehich will then extend your certification for another four years,

Our other seminar wiil be on First Aid and Automatic External Defibrillation. Our
presenter will be Lisa Burger, RN an electrophysiology nurse at Central DuPage
Hospital. Lisa has 10 years of experience as a cardiac care nurse. She assists with
the insertion of pacemakers and defibrillators as well as ablations to help patients
maintain a normal heart rhythm. She will speak on the ABC's of First Aid including
airway breathing and circulation, implantable pacemakers and defibrillators and wil
have a demonstration of automatic exteral defibrillators.

1630 Hospitality Room will be open for your enjoyment.

For those who plan on staying over on Friday the 257, the hospitaltty room will be also be open. Please
contact Bob Van Ewyk (630) 553-7036 ff you plan on staying Friday night. s uspsd20.crg






	Advertisers

	We wish to thank the following advertisers for their support.
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	Chain-O-Lakes Calendar

	Check out the USPS News at USPS.org for recent stories and webcasts about national USPS events.

January
February
March
02 Jan
Bridge/ExCom Meeting


at the Howards’ home

12 Jan
Founder’s Day Dinner

& Annual Meeting


Details on page 3

18 Jan
District ExCom Meeting

Holiday Inn Elgin, IL
26 Jan
District 20 Operations 

Workshop


Hilton Hotel, Lisle, IL

06 Feb
Bridge/ExCom Meeting


at the Herbigs’ home
19-24 Feb
USPS Annual Meeting

Dallas, Texas
23 Feb
Change of Watch 
Details on page 4
25 Feb
[March Issue] 
LINK Deadline
05 Mar
Bridge/ExCom Meeting


TBA

07 Mar
District ExCom Meeting

(Southeast)

Details TBA

28-30 Mar
District 20 Conference 


Hilton Hotel, Lisle, IL 
Additional Contact Information

Vessel Safety Checks – VesselSafety@sbcglobal.net
General Squadron Communications – COL-USPS@sbcglobal.net
Link Editor – Link-Editor@sbcglobal.net
USPS News – www.usps.org
District 20 website – www.uspsD20.org
Chain-O-Lakes website – www.uspsD20.org/D20Squadrons/chain_o_lakes.html
Compass Newsletter= Www.Usps.Org/Newpublic2/Compass.Html
Member Benefits = www.Usps.Org/National/Admin_Dept/Membenefits.Htm
USPS Storm Central = www.Usps.Org/National/Natsec/Storms.Html
Squadron Officer’s Guide = www.Usps.Org/Newpublic2/Officersguide.Htm


	
               The LINK

     Editor: Lt Nancy Herbig

     244 Carters Grove Court

     Grayslake, IL 60030-1196                                                                               FIRST CLASS
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