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Chain-O-Lakes Change of Watch 2008 

 

The Change of Watch took place on 23 February 2008 at The Onion Pub 
in Barrington.  After cocktail hour the dinner began with the Pledge of 
Allegiance led by 
P/C Bill Struve, AP 
and introductions 
and recognition of 
honored guests in 
attendance by Cdr 
Ron Herbig, AP.  
After a delicious 
meal and great 
conversation, 
D/Lt/C Ron 
Williams, AP 
presented the message from District Commander Elect Bob Canfield, JN.  

The meeting 
continued with the 
presentation of 
awards by Cdr Ron 
Herbig, AP.  
Among the 
highlights:  special 
recognition to P/C 
Bob Havens, JN for 
50 years of 
membership; the 
presentation of 

the Member of the Year Award to 1st Lt Dave Howard, and the Exemplary 
Service and Special Mentoring Award was given to P/C Pat Braker, JN.  
The meeting was then turned over to D/Lt/C Ron Williams, AP, who 
dismissed and thanked the 2007 bridge for their efforts and installed the 
2008 bridge:  Commander Ron Herbig, AP, Executive Officer Howard 
Claflin, Administrative Officer Joe Lindholm, Secretary Shirley Wojcicki 
and Treasurer Esther Ahern. 
Continued on page 6 
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Commander’s Message 

The past year was exciting and challenging. We beat the pants off our 2006 VSC efforts and gained some 
new contacts for future service to our community.  

Now is the time I would usually be stepping down and offer the helm to a new commander. However, you 
have chosen me to continue for another year. I trust it is because of my efforts during the past year.  

I wish to thank the Bridge and Committee members for their work throughout the year, their achievements 
during the 2007 Watch, and the energy they brought to the squadron. The newly elected Officers and 
Chairs will provide new ideas and possibilities for 2008 and I am pleased to have them aboard.  

At the Change of Watch on 23 February D/Lt/C Elect Ron Williams, AP presented the message from District 
Commander Elect, Bob Canfield, JN. The theme was to put the FUN back into our activities. If you are 
having fun it ceases to be work, so that is our motto for the new year: Having Fun!  

Many years ago I attended a stress-reduction class where the assignment for the first week was to have 
one hour of fun each day. The second week it was to have two hours of fun. You can see where this is 
going; by the eighth week we were supposed to have eight hours of fun every day. The concept is to have 
fun in whatever you are doing, or don’t do it.  

I have FUN doing what I have done for the squadron, or I wouldn’t be doing it. The Vessel Safety Check 
activities provide a great opportunity to see many different boats; that is FUN. Meeting new students in the 
boating classes and seeing the wonder in their eyes as they learn a new skill is FUN. I also have FUN 
learning new boating skills; it challenges the mind and keeps our brains active.  

Many of us joined USPS for the Education. Some joined to offer their talents in Civic Service and others 
joined for the Social Activities, the FUN. My purpose was the social aspect, and that has not changed. I 
have met so many friendly people in our squadron and other squadrons, they make the activities FUN. 

This year the Bridge and the Committees will be focusing our efforts on making things FUN again. We have 
some activities planned that we hope will be FUN for all members of our squadron and surrounding 
squadrons if they choose to join us. Keep your eyes open for the things we have planned for the year. Keep 
your calendars open to join us to have some FUN. I hope to see you at our next social event. 

Cdr Ron Herbig, AP    

Quick Reference to Events: March and April  

March 

05 1930 - Bridge Meeting – Host: Esther Ahern 
11-12  1800 - Boating Class Session 1 starts – Crystal Lake &  Fox Lake 
13 1830 - St. Patrick’s Dinner – Dockers, Fox Lake - Chair: Fred Bies 
25 April LINK deadline 
28-30 District 20 Spring Conference Hilton Hotel, Lisle – See pages 8 & 9  

April 

1-2  1830 - Boating Class Session 1/Part A Exams – Crystal Lake &  Fox Lake 
3 1930 - Bridge Meeting – Host: Ron and Nancy Herbig 
15-16  1830 - Boating Class Session 1/Part B Exams – Crystal Lake &  Fox Lake 
18 1830 - Fish Fry – Lindy’s, Wauconda - Chair: Shirley Wojcicki 
22-23  1800 - Boating Class Session 2 starts – Crystal Lake &  Fox Lake 
25 May LINK deadline 

 



Mark Your Calendar! 

 
 

SPRING FEVER SETTING IN YET? 
Join us for a Friday night Fish Fry 

At 

LINDY’S LANDING on Bangs Lake 
115 Park Street (Off Main) 

Wauconda, IL  60084 
847.526.9789 

 and 

ENJOY THE VIEW 

Friday, 18 April 
18:30 p.m. Cash Bar - 19:00 Dinner 

(Order off the Menu) 
RSVP to Shirley Wojcicki 

By April 14 
847.650.1680 

 

Hope to see us ALL there!! 
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EXECUTIVE DEPARTMENT 

Who Requires What? 

The Federal Requirements are the minimum gear 
you are required to carry while boating. And while 
they are a great place to start, many boaters need 
additional safety-related gear on board to suit 
their individual style of boating. Your needs will 
depend on where you operate your boat, proximity 
to potential rescuers, the type of boating you do 
and your desired degree of self-sufficiency. It also 
depends on who else is controlling your boating. 
And whom, you might ask, could be doing that 
controlling? We can think of a couple authorities: 

State Governments frequently modify Federal 
Regulations based on the special requirements of 
their waters. Generally, these requirements 
concern boat mufflers, life jacket requirements for 
children, restrictions on flares, etc. While well-
meaning, they require that you know the various 
state boating laws as you travel along the ICW or 
when you trailer your boat to a new state.  

The United States Coast Guard Auxiliary 
champions boating safety by offering free boating-
safety courses and Vessel Safety Checks (formerly 
known as Courtesy Marine Examinations, or 
CMEs.) VSCs are done by specially-trained Vessel 
Examiners who check that your boat is carrying 
the correct safety gear. In 2001, U.S. Power 
Squadron members also began doing VSCs. In 
addition to federally-required equipment, 
examiners check to see that you are carrying 
state-required gear. They also check electrical and 
fuel systems—common sources of problems on 
boats. On-the-spot rechecks are available after 
faulty gear is replaced. When your boat passes the 
safety check, you’ll get a Vessel Safety Check 
decal which shows that you take boating safety 
seriously.  

1st Lt David Howard  
Safety Officer 

National Safe Boating Week is 17-23 May. The 
COL has set aside dates for Vessel Safety Checks. 
Certified Vessel Examiners will be needed for the 
dates scheduled. Please contact me for your 
assignments; I will be coordinating long distance.  

 The preliminary VSC schedule: 

17-18 May - Fox Waterway Agency, Pistakee Lake 
Marina, Watts Marina, Lake County Marina and 
Bald Knob Marina. 

31 May - 01 June - Fox Waterway Agency and Fox 
Lake Hills Harbor. 

7 June Round Lake Beach lakefront 

P/Lt/C John S. Kida, AP 
Vessel Safety Coordinator at large 
815.403.9501 

______________________________________ 

EDUCATIONAL DEPARTMENT 

Winter Drags On But Good Progress is being Made 

As we endure the Chicago winter some of our 
members have been busy with Junior Navigation.  
We have just wrapped up formal classes and the 
five students are working on the cruise and are 
taking runs of sights with sextants.  So far from the 
results of their efforts we have seen some real 
accurate position determinations based on the 
sight reductions.  We are finding out that it really 
works and can be used to determine a position 
when out of sight of land. After the sight taking is 
completed we will begin the final exam.  Best of 
luck!! 

Boating Class begins the 11 & 12 March.  On 
Tuesdays it will be in Crystal Lake at the Park Place 
Bldg., 406 W Woodstock St., and on Wednesdays 
in Fox Lake at the Fox Waterway Agency Bldg. on 
Lagoon St. (behind the McDonalds on Rt. 12 in Fox 
Lake).  Times for classes are 1800 for the first 
night and then 1830 for all the following classes. 

There will be a second series of Boating Classes 
starting 22 & 23 April at the same locations.  All 
classes last 6 weeks and include an optional last 2 
weeks of basic piloting. 

Help is always needed during registration and then 
during exams which will be conducted on week 4 
and week 6.  It is a great way to earn a Merit Mark. 

Sincerely, 

P/C David Delahunty, SN   
Squadron Educational Officer 
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ADMINISTRATIVE DEPARTMENT 

The Administr sponsibilities 
and committees have been 

. 

 
S DEPARTMENT 

Birthday  

SECRETARY’

ative Department’s re
have been organized 
formed. 

We have many people who are working on and 
hosting events this year.  Since many of these 
activities are still in the planning stage, feel free to 
call me for any assistance you can offer. 

Some committees have new Chairs this year. 
Lt Patty Lindholm, S has graciously agreed to 
head the Member Involvement Committee. 
P/C Ross Gemmill, AP will be the administrator of 
our Membership Committee. P/C Pat Braker, JN 
has agreed to head up the Mentoring Program
Please support the committees by lending a hand 
when needed.  
 
Lt/C Joe Lindholm, P 
Administrative Officer 

 

 
 
  Happy  

     to: 

 

Megan Coffey  04 March 
  05 March 

06 March 
30 March 

Don’t forget to send any news that you would 
like to shar

James Fuerholzer
Lance Piekos   
Susan Bellinger  

 

e with fellow COL members to Link-
Editor@sbcglobal.net and I’ll put it in the 
following month’s LINK (edited, of course!).    

Lt Nancy Herbig 
LINK Editor 
 

Nigh

Boarding my small 23-foot cuddy cabin is a bit 
one has to climb over the stern from the swim p
into the cockpit.  I know that boarding this wa
Dock lines, coolers, slippery seat cushions, etc.
adventurous undertaking.  When the sun goe
campaign promises.   

To minimize the dangers associated with night bo
would work just fine to brighten up the stern ar
These lights not only looked good but also had t
some more holes in my boat. Who doesn’t love th
better than that new boat smell. 

The project was well thought out and there was 
wired up.  To make the lights even more use
installation.  This would give the captain the abil

t Li

of a
lat

y so
 all e to make the journey into the boat an 
s d

ea.
he a

e a

eve
ful,

ity to

earch located the perfect 12-volt .sailorssolutions.com

ghts 

 challenge.  With no transom gate to walk thru, 
form, step on to the back seat and then down 
unds easy enough but the hazards are many.  
conspir
own, the risk level climbs to the heights of 

arding, I decided that a pair of ten-watt lights 
  I settled on some light fixtures from PERKO.  
dded bonus of giving me the opportunity to drill 
roma of fresh fiberglass?  There’s nothing I like 

n a spare switch up at the helm waiting to be 
 a wireless remote switch was added to the 
 turn on the lights prior to boarding.   

 wireless remote at A quick Internet s www .  
 this remote was very easy to insta

r remote and will handle up
las

 

Priced at $3
remote looks like a ca

9.95, ll and worked perfectly with the new lights.  The 
 to 15 amps.  If volts and amps are a bit of a 
s.   mystery, sign up for the next Marine Electronics c

Here’s to boating! 
Ross Gemmill 
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kes Change of Watch 2008 (co

bid farewell to John and Ann Marie Kida, who are now 
ain thank them for all of their invaluable effort and help 

ast years.  Our loss is Kansas City’s gain, and we wis them the best of luck ew home in 

Chain-O-La ntinued) 

With the dismissal of the 2007 Bridge, we officially 
settled in their new home in Kansas City, and we ag
over the p h  in their n
the years to come. 

 
 

We es.  would also like to extend our thanks to Howard and Linda Claflin for the beautiful table centerpiec  
The  or 
two friendly arguments ensued over who would take the centerpieces home!   

The Change of Watch is traditionally our squadron’s biggest event of the year, and this was no exception – 
a good time was had by all!  Now it’s time to look forward to the end of winter and snow, and turn our 
attention to warmer weather and boating – finally!! 

Lt Nancy Herbig 

 

 centerpieces were raffled at the end of the evening, and the centerpieces were such a hit that one
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Shirley Wojcicki was born in Granite City, Illinois, downstate 
near East St. Louis, although she only lived there for one year.  
Her family moved to Forest Park, IL and then to Schaumburg, 
where she graduated from Schaumburg High School.  
Afterwards, Shirley graduated from Harper College with an 
Associate Degree in Business. 

After a marriage of 21 years, she was divorced and continued 
raising 2 wonderful children.  Her son, Robbie, now lives in 
Tempe, Arizona and her daughter, Michelle, lives in downtown 
Chicago.  They are both single. 

, Shirley sold art for 15 years, allowing her to 
also be home while raising her children.  Sales brought her many perks such as trips to Mexico, 

her an appreciation and love of travel. 

In 1994, Shirley entered the real estate market and soon teamed up with her partner, Ross 
Gemmill.  They are currently affiliated with Baird & Warner in Crystal Lake.   

Both P/C Lance Piekos and P/C Ross Gemmill introduced Shirley to the water, boating safety, and 
the Chain-O-Lakes Power Squadron, which she has come to really enjoy.  Shirley joined the Power 
Squadron because she was impressed by the efforts of the volunteer members in making the 
waterways safe.  Being a "people person", Shirley also enjoys the camaraderie and the diverse 
monthly events the Squadron members plan. 

This gal has really given back to humanity by heading many charitable fund raisers for cancer, 
diabetes, heart disease and leukemia.  At one time she trained for and completed a one hundred 
mile bike ride in Las Vegas for the Leukemia Foundation in honor of a friend who died of the 
disease, and, at the same time, raised close to $6,000 for the Foundation.   

Shirley loves to read and hike mountains (although lately it's been "hills") and loves the Great 
Lakes, Maine, and lands coast to coast including Alaska and the Grand Canyon.  She has traveled 
to some of these places by motor home with her children.  She founded a monthly book club at 
Baird & Warner, which is going strong after many years.  

Shirley lives in Wauconda with her partner, Ross Gemmill, and her cat, Oliver.  She has been 
Squadron Secretary for the past year and was installed for a second term with the new bridge at the 
Change of Watch on February 23rd.   

, which she hopes every 

 

Squadron News

Meet Our Squadron Secretary, Shirley Wojcicki 

With her degree in business, and her outgoing nature

Hawaii, many Islands and Europe, which gave 

Shirley has organized our Annual meeting for the past several years.  She has planned a Squadron 
fish fry at Lindy’s Landing on Bangs Lake in Wauconda for Friday, April 18th
squadron member will attend.  See page 3 of this issue of THE LINK for further information. 

P/C Gloria A Maguire, SN 
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District News 

 



District News 
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Chain-O-Lakes Calendar 

Check out the USPS News at USPS.org for recent

 March April May 

 stories and webcasts about national USPS events. 

05 Mar Bridge/ExCom Meeting 
 – Host: Esther Ahern 
11-12 Mar Boating Class Session 1 
 – Crystal Lake &  Fox Lake 
13 Mar St. Patrick’s Dinner 
 Dockers, Fox Lake 
25 Mar April LINK deadline  
28-30 Mar D20 Spring Conference 
 Hilton Hotel, Lisle, IL 
 

01-02 Apr Boating Class 1A Exams 
 – Crystal Lake &  Fox Lake 
03 Apr Bridge/ExCom Meeting 
 – Host: Ron Herbig 
15-16 Apr Boating Class 1B Exams 
 – Crystal Lake &  Fox Lake 
18 Apr Fish Fry – Lindy’s, 

Wauconda 
22-23 Apr Boating Class Session 2 

Crystal Lake &  Fox Lake 
25 Apr May LINK deadline  

07 May Bridge/ExCom Meeting 
 – Host: Jim Bowgren 
13-14 May Boating Class 2A Exams 
 – Crystal Lake &  Fox Lake 
17-18 May Vessel Safety Checks 
17 May VSC Dinner – Freddie’s 
 Fox Lake 
25 May June LINK deadline  
31 May Vessel Safety Checks 
 

Additional Contact Information 
Vessel Safety Checks – VesselSafety@sbcglobal.net 
General Squadron Communications – COL-USPS@sbcglobal.net 
Link Editor – Link-Editor@sbcglobal.net 
USPS News – www.usps.org 
District 20 website – www.uspsD20.org 
Chain-O-Lakes website – www.uspsD20.org/D20Squadrons/chain_o_lakes.html 
Compass Newsletter= www.usps.org/Newpublic2/Compass.html 
Member Benefits = www.usps.org/National/Admin_Dept/Membenefits.htm 
USPS Storm Central = www.usps.org/National/Natsec/Storms.html 
Squadron Officer’s Guide = www.usps.org/Newpublic2/Officersguide.htm 
 

 

 
 
 
 
 

     Editor: Lt Nancy Herbig 
     244 Carters Grove Court 
     Grayslake, IL 60030-1196                                                                               FIRST CLASS 
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