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Commander’s Message

While 1 sit here writing my last message as your
commander | look back into the ship’s log to see
all the things we have accomplished this year.

It has been a lot of fun being your commander and making so
many great friends.

My commitment to the squadron was to make our name more
visible to the communities around The Chain and have fun do-
ing it. | think we have met that challenge through our participa-
tion in the Fox Lake Parade, the Fox Lake Boat Show, the Chi-
cago Boat Show, the Round Lake Clean-Up Day, partnering with
local vendors, and our Vessel Safety Check events at multiple
locations. All this could not have been done without the partici-
pation of all of our dedicated members. Thank you so much for

making this a successful year.

We had plenty of events that were just for fun. The Chairs of our
events coordinated some great dinners and hosted some fan-
tastic parties. To top that off, our Educational Department did a
fantastic job educating the public and our members about eve-
rything from safe boating, navigation, and engine maintenance.
Thank you Dave Delahunty, Jim Bowgren, Gary Braker and the
cadre of certified instructors who devoted their time to keep us
all safer and smarter on the water.

Our Annual Meeting is behind us and the new Commander,
Gary Braker, AP, is ready to take the helm with a Bridge eager to
serve you. Gary has a vision of what is ahead and is charting his
course for the squadron. He will need your assistance to accom-
plish the goals he has for the coming year. Please offer your
help as you did for me during my watch. The squadron will be in

capable hands and we look forward to another great year.

Thank you all for your support and confidence. It has been an
honor to serve as your Commander.

Cdr Ron Herbig, AP
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A Short Story

This is an article written by an author from Duluth, MN. The story is about a ship’s engineer and his
life on the Great Lakes. The subject of the story is the uncle of P/C Ross Gemmill, JN. Ross secured
the rights to publish this booklet but the 16 pages would be too large to print here. We have pub-
lished the complete book under the Public Links page of our website. Click the link to see the entire

book and it is an interesting story.

www.chain-o-lakes.org

BRUCE LIBERTY
U the Hawse Plpe:
A Short History of a Ship's Engineer
by Sheila Packa

Mol many people know what life 5 like on the
freighters om the Greal Lakes.  This i a short history of
one mariner, Bruce Liberty, a fleel chief engineer, whose
life spans much ofthe history of Great Lakes ore {amd
other bulk cargo) camriers, from hand fired steam fe modem
stearmn turbine and diesel, including the present day 1000
fomers. In northeast Minnesota laker history, he is one of
the many proud "hawsepipers” who started at the bottom
and climbed the ladder to leadership positions. Unlike sea
men whe stepped from academy conrses into a licensed
position up the chain hawsepipers learmed the business
from the ground up. on the job, awsepipers have the ad-
vantage of aleaning the wisdom of semor scamen as they
gaim st hand experience in the trade as the lechnology
and industry changes. Hawsepipers are a tightly knit
group of mostly scasoned sailors that operate the transpor
tation pipeline on the Great Lakes, The boats they work on
are monwments of paval architecture, mechanical engineer-
ing and navigation,

As an engineer, Bruce Libenty oversaw, contributed
o the design, installation and maimenance of the mechani
cal and electrical systems for many of these lakers, espe-
cially in the US Steel fleet.  Many of the boats seen on the
lake today have been tn operation for sixty vears; he Kepl
the massive engines in his fleet operating ai peak perform-

ance,
The shipping lanes are routing, except for other
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Annual Meeting 2009

The Annual meeting was held at Wool St Inn on 10 January 2009.

The weather was awful, but our intrepid members were able to overcome the terrible conditions. Din-
ner was a buffet and it was very good. We had a great presentation from P/C Pat Braker, JN. The
presentation was especially appropriate because it included many of the people in attendance such
as P/C Bill Struve, AP as well as many of the other Past Commanders from the beginning of COL until

now.

We also had a presentation from D/Lt Bill Erdmann, JN. His presentation was an effort to convince us
to undertake of hosting a District conference. This is something that the executive committee will

have to consider.
We then proceeded with the election of the new 2009 bridge. The Bridge was voted and approved.
The new bridge consists of:

Commander Gary Braker, AP Executive Officer Jim Geske, S
Admin Officer Shirley Wojcicki Educational Officer Dave Delahunty, SN
Secretary Vince Byrne, AP Treasurer David Howard, S

Asst Educational Officer Jim Bowgren, JN
It's a great bridge, looking forward to a great year.
All in all it was a very pleasant evening,
Lt/C Gary R Braker, AP
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District Event

D/20 TRIDENT

4 Ve B 7 - )
EXTRA Part I1

Vice Commander Frank Dvorak, SN
VIGC Dvorak, of Bellevue, Wash., joined Bellevue (WA) Squadron in 1975.
He served first in the Educational Department as class chairman, chair of the
local board of boating, assistant educational officer and then squadron
educational officer. He then served as administrative and executive officer
before becoming commander. He moved onto the district bridge serving as
D/16 commander in 1895. He has been a member of the Governing Board,
the Navigation Commitiee and the Planning Committee, and has been
National Secretary. He is currntly the National Executive Officer. Life member;
29 merit marks.

District 20 Spring Conference
Lunch & Dinner Reservations
o s s EXPO 2009
T s A S I e e X | "What is EXPO7"
& 20 L B ———— - T T Itis allame
"8 1N meating room
M m —- .’\__ - ! mem me
Luncheon $16.00 committees of
Dinner £ USPS D20 each
Chicken have a booth
Chardonnay $3000 . : where thay
Rk P Al present the workings of their committeas to all of
of Baaf $30.00 D20. Expo is where you'll meet one-on-one with
Getled Filk of TTTTTT TTTTTT | USPS D20 committee members to discuss your
Saimon  $30.00 squadron ideas, successes and neads. The goal
TTTTTT TTTTTT | of Expo is to generate a better awareness of the
e - = ===+ = | kinds of support D20 committees can provide.
Chdlunch $1000 ____ ______ |Experience Expo, and you'll retum home excited
Child Pizza and challenged by new ideas for your squadron.
Dinrer $600 | Don'tmissit! Saturday, 21 March 1030 - 1200.
B (.- -
Plasss make checks payabis fo DIstict 20 m W
Spring Confarance. Chacks for Lunch and
Dinner Resarvalions should be sent to:
Cdr. Robert Pottar
1475 Galaxy Way
Bourbonnals, IL 60914
Aocommodations Rt —
Al Rooms Soa 00 per night (plus 12% Bx)
Walker Resort Packags $139.00 per night (plus 12% tax)

Includes four walsepark passes 1 CoCo Key
caoaxeymmpampasseommomatm) $15.00 Thursday; $20 Friday,

mmrnm 10 Clockiower Resort:
7801 E State Street
Rockford, IL 61108 (800) 358-7666 or
- Use CODE: United States Power Squadron D20 _

Hospitality Rooms: $107.52 per night gneudes taxy
Make Hospltality Room Reesrvations by contacting P/C Caren Canfield
Communication: (815) 633-0848 or cdb.canfieldgigmall.com

Chief
Commander’s Rep

Come and meet

V/C Dvorak at the
Conference and give
him a GREAT D/20
Welcome




Department News

EXECUTIVE DEPARTMENT

With all the predictions of gloom and doom in to-
day's economy you could not see it in the faces of
the people attending this year’'s Chicago Boat
Show. Attendance, sales, and exhibitors may
have been down but the boaters we met were
enthusiastic and eager for the boating season to
begin. They also were eager to learn more about
boating classes and how to have more fun on the
water. | am very pleased to see that the Chain-O-
Lakes squadron had a great member turn out to
work the booth at the boat show. Special thanks
to Dave Howard, Joe and Patty Lindholm, Shirley
Wojcicki and Ross Gemmill and my wife Cindy
Geske.

During the show our goal was to introduce the
attendees to the United States Sail and Power
Squadron by informing them about the upcoming
boating classes. Most were very receptive. They
were also impressed by "lllumination”, the mini
tug boat built by the Land of Lincoln Squadron. It
was a big hit with the children and adults.

We also wanted to develop promotional relation-
ships with other groups interested in promoting
boating safety through education. Cindy Geske
met with Edward C. Fenelon from the National
Weather Service and NOAA who is more than will-
ing to speak to any group or squadron on
weather in the Great Lakes. She also met with a
representative from the lllinois Conservation Po-
lice who is also eager to speak to boating organi-
zations.

I met with Chauncey Niziol, an outdoor sports-
man and fisherman. He hosts Chauncey's Great
Outdoors show on ESPN 1000 - WMVP-AM Chi-
cago radio, 0600 - 0700 on Saturday mornings.
Chauncey is more than willing to promote our
boating classes on his radio show. He and | are
working to develop a promotion with Bass Pro

Shop in Gurnee.

This was definitely an exciting weekend to ex-
pand the horizons of the United States Power

Squadrons.

1st Lt James Geske, S
Boat Show Chair

EDUCATIONAL DEPARTMENT

On December 29t we held our second squadron
seminar; the first was a GPS seminar held in
2007. This seminar discussed VHF/DSC radios
and the Rescue 21 system. All new VHF radios
have a red button for summoning help that will
notify the Coast Guard and when programmed
with an MMSI number (available through the
USPS website) will identify your vessel so that the
Coast Guard can access a database to pull up
pertinent information about you and your boat.

Boating Courses

Boating Classes begin on 7 & 8 April. The class
on Tuesdays will be in Crystal Lake at the Park
Place Bldg., 406 W Woodstock St., and on
Wednesdays in Fox Lake at the Fox Waterway
Agency Bldg. on Lagoon St. (behind the
McDonalds on Rt. 12 in Fox Lake). Times for
classes are 1800 for the first night and then

1830 for all the following classes.

Sincerely,

P/C David Delahunty, SN
Squadron Educational Officer




Department News

ADMINISTRATIVE DEPARTMENT
Mark Your Calendars:

Cari gLeam
2009 USES DISTRICT 20

SPRING CONFERENCE

Ahoy mates! The ship is about to set sail and
wa need all “Son of Son of Sailors” to dock with
us at "One Parlicular Harbor™ Rockford's Clock
Tower Resorl - just in tims 1o drive away your
winter blues. Come sip a margarita, sing away
Ihe winler blahs, and feaimn a thing or lwe aboul
boating and D20. The closest to the islands
you'll get in USPS Distnet 20 and the bigaest
avent of the seasonl Save the Datesl

Friday, 20 March 2009
Saturday, 21 March 2009
Sunday, 22 March 2009

Make plans to attend the D20 Spring Conference
in Rockford. Activities include the indoor water
park so bring the future skippers. On Saturday
there is a seminar which sounds very interesting;:
Nautical Expressions We Use Every Day.

Chain-O-Lakes will have a hospitality suite so
come out to support the squadron. More informa-
tion available soon, or contact Cdr Ron Herbig for
details.

ron’s newest

P/C Ross Gemmiill, JN
Membership Chair

SECRETARY’S DEPARTMENT

Happy DBy
Birthday
to: <

Michael Mueller 21 January
Jim Geske 28 January
Paul Lulofs 03 February

Gary A. Fischer
Peggy Howard
William K. Bellinger
Patty Lindholm

Ann Marie Kida
Nancy Herbig

07 February
07 February
09 February
17 February
22 February
23 February

The NEW squadron website is LIVE.
Enter www.chain-o-lakes.org in your browser.

Don’t forget to send any news that you would
like to share with fellow COL members to Link-
Editor@sbcglobal.net and I'll put it in the follow-
ing month’s LINK (edited, of course!).

Lt Nancy Herbig ey
LINK Editor

Roster Updates

It is time to make sure
your information is up to
date before the Change
of Watch. Deadline for

updates is 16 February.

This year we will include
your MMSI number so
you can be contacted easily on the water

through your VHF radio.

Contact me with any changes you need to make.

P/C Ross Gemmill, JN
Roster Chair
847.650.8651
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District Event

DISTRICT TWENTY
OPERATIONS WORKSHOP
7 Februa 2009

Hilton/Lisle Resort Hotel r% vy
3003 Corporate West Drive

Lisle, IL 60532 ! ®_ -

LUNCH RESERVATIONS

Rank Mame Grade Squadron

Address

City State £ip

Phone Mumber: E-mail:

PIZZA BUFFET LUNCH $14.00

Total Number s

MAKE CHECKS PAYABLE TO
DISTRICT 20

SEND RESERVATIONS TO:
D/Lt Pat Braker, JN
1111 Fortress Dr
McHenry, IL 60050
847-587-7781
(Email)-pbraker@comcast.net




District Event

LEADERSHIP DEVELOPMENT

Presents

Operations Training Workshop - 7 February 2009

Addressing the needs of individual squadrons and sharing
ideas for Today and Tomorrow! Whether you are a new, upcom-
ing or well seasoned leader in your squadron, Operations Training
Workshop will provide multiple opportunities to learn and share
ideas with fellow USPS leaders.

This year our Workshop will host keynote speaker, Sandra Switzer, M.ED. President of
her own Professional and Personal Life Coach Business, the core of Sandra’s life’s work
has revolved around facilitating and coaching communication skills while honing per-
sonal and professional development skill sets for a variety of audiences. A provocative
and thought provoking speaker, Sandy has held training positions with global compa-
nies where she was challenged to transform veteran supervisors into “coaching leaders”
as well as launching company wide teamwork models and learning organizations. Listen
as Sandy explores with us the age old question ....WIIFM? No, that's not the latest
adult radio station. It is a vital question we all as leaders must ask ourselves, and then
explore with fellow members, as we function as group facilitators and coaches to build
relationships that will unlock peoples potential. Sandy will continue to stimulate our
thinking during a working lunch. Prizes will also be awarded to some lucky luncheon at-
tendees.

This unique and intriguing full day of events also includes departmental workshops with
several D/20 department and committee leaders presenting the latest information in
each of their departments. Lastly, you will not want to miss the stimulating discussions
and interactions during our famous Town Hall Meeting.

So if you're looking to achieve outstanding results and become a vital part of your
squadron’s future, be sure to mark you calendar for Saturday, 7 February 2009.

_ Saturday, 7 February 2009

1000 - 1010 Welcome/Introductions
1010 -1115 Town Meeting
1115-1130 Break

D/20 Operations Workshop 2009 1130 - 1230  Keynote Speaker

Hilton/Lisle Resort Hotel 1230 - 1330  Working Lunch

3003 Corporate West Dr, Lisle, Il. 60532 1330 - 1345 Break
www1.hilton.com 1345 - 1500 Department Seminars
For Reservation or Questions, please call or e-mail 1515 -1630 Instructor Re-Certification
847-587-7781 or 815-759-8223 1630 - ? D/20 Hospitality Gathering

pbraker@comcast.net




Advertisers and Supporters

Advertiser Advertiser
FREE
BK Ben Watts Marina, Inc. A‘arlke.t
116 South Route 12 « Fox Lake, lllinois 60020 na ys's Shirley Wojcicki
E (847) 5870211 b Fax (847) 587.0633 Rm “mm'"
Chairrman'’s Club
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’A Fred Bies /Jim Bowgren Office: 847.918.1855 BAIRDSWARNER
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PROPELLER

¥ (837) 587-5600 £
17 NARt. 12 Suite B Jim Milligan
Fox'Lake, IL 60020 Jen Milligan

Advertiser

@
Pistakee Lake
o Marina

The choice of experienced boaters since 1956
847-587-2400 www.privateharbor.us

Supporter

Bamington, IL 60010

Alistate.

Your're in good hands Phone 847.304.5000

Toll Free B88.245.8600

Fax 8473827579
24-Hour Emal Davekslesz@allstate.com
Customer Sarvioe

Advertiser

WATERTOWER MARINA, Inc.
Sales. Service, Slips. Storage. Ship Store

MARINA FACILITY
3112 W Lincoln Rd.
McHenry, IL 60050 McHenry, IL 60050

815-385-3455 7 Days A Week 815-385-3360
Regal - Crestliner - G3 - Stingray

BOAT SHOWROOM
1803 W Route 120

Jean Schroeder
Agency Clerk

45 S. Pistakee Lake Road
Fox Lake, lllinois 60020

B
1GENC’

(847) 587-8540 Phone

(847) S87-8398 Fax

E-Mail: schroeder.jean @foxwaterway.org
Internet: www.foxwaterway.org
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Advertisers and Sponsors

Advertiser

Fabry/Gardner Team
ABR, Realtors®

Your Link to the Chain

@ Prudential

Prudential Preferred Properties

1445 W Peterson Road, Libertyvibe, IL 60048

Bus * 847-557-3000
Pat’s Cell: 847-542-1081 Debbie’s Cell: 847-927-7011
E-mail: pjfabry@aol.com E-mail: bdgdkg@aol.com
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Advertiser

FOX LAKE \‘ HARBOR

400 E. GRAND AVE, V‘ www foxlakeharbor.com

FOX LAKE, IL 60020

SAME OWNERS
AL St
Boat-Motor-Trailer /
packages starting at $10,995% /{}’ et
&S

Chicagoland's Exclusive BAYLINER, MAXUM, and TROPHY DEALER

Advertiser

—

High Performance Boat, Aufo, Truck
KEITH BROMMELKAMP

Phone (B47) 973-5085

500S.
Fax (847) 973-9285 82 39 Ui C

ingleside, IL 60041

Advertiser

Completa Auto & Truck Repars « Foregn & Domestic
Computer Systems Repaired

Jevy o Auto Care

"WHERE YOU ONLY CRY ONCE"

Speciolzing In your High Performance Equipment
Repairs and Instaliations

JERRY WALLER
847-973-2057
Fax: 847-973-2054

121 S, Rte. 12
Fox Loke, IL 60020

Advertiser Supporter
mil. (:‘Rll.l.o Bz, oRaca am
agalesigns com
C: 847.833.8551 LOGATIONS IN: 2 West Grand Ave.

ILLINOIS - INDIANA - WISCONSIN
7 '. ."'. ' — T e
L= B s o

vehicle wraps s truck lettering « design » print  instaliation
HOME OFFICE

2449 Pierce Dr.

Spring Grove, IL 60081

Ph: 815.675.0690

Fax: 815.675.0691 R P

Fox Lake, IL 60020
(847) 973-2221 FAX (847) 973-2765
strO0076@westmarinestores.com

Craig Cook
Store Manager

#% West Marine
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Chain-O-Lakes Calendar

Check the USPS News at USPS.org for recent stories and webcasts about National USPS events.

January February March
07 Jan Bridge/ExCom Meeting 04 Feb Bridge/ExCom Meeting 04 Mar Bridge/ExCom Meeting
- Host: The Geskes - Host: The Herbigs - Host: TBA
10 Jan Founder’s Day/Annual 07 Feb D20 Operations Workshop | 7 & 12 Mar Boating Class
Mtg Hilton, Lisle, IL Comm Ctr, Lake Villa, IL
Chair: Shirley Wojcicki 25 Feb Mar/Apr LINK Deadline 20-22 Mar D20 Spring Conference
10 Jan Jan/Feb LINK Deadline 28 Feb Change of Watch Clock Tower, Rockford, IL

Additional Contact Information
Vessel Safety Checks - VesselSafety@sbcglobal.net
General Squadron Communications - COL-USPS@sbcglobal.net
Link Editor - Link-Editor@shcglobal.net
USPS News - www.usps.org
District 20 website - www.uspsD20.org
Chain-O-Lakes website - www.Chain-O-Lakes.org
Compass Newsletter - www.usps.org/newpublic2/compass.html
Member Benefits - www.usps.org/national/admin_dept/membenefits.htm
USPS Storm Central - www.usps.org/national/natsec/stormcentral.html
Squadron Officer’s Guide - http://www.usps.org/newpublic2/officersguide.htm

The LINK FIRST CLASS
Editor: Lt Nancy Herbig

244 Carters Grove Court

Grayslake, IL 60030-1196

FRATERNAL
BOATING CLUB

12
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