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Even though our on the water boating sea-
son has changed from sunny skies and blue
water  to bare trees and frozen lakes, the
change of seasons should not stop us from
enjoying our squadron activities. The Chain-
O-Lakes Sail & Power Squadron will be
holding our Annual Meeting 8 January 2011
at Moretti's Ristorante & Pizzeria in Fox
Lake. As you all know we will be voting for
the 2011 Bridge Officers and Executive
Committee. This is your squadron; I strongly
encourage all members to take an active
role in the operations of the squadron. The
new officers need your help and support to
sail through the up-coming year. Now is the

time for your voices to be heard!

Change of Watch (the day most
Commanders look forward to) will be next on
our agenda, 26 February 2011 at the Crystal
Lake Holiday Inn. Your 2011 Bridge will
begin to plot a new year-long cruise to new
horizons and adventures. We will also cele-
brate and reminisce on our achievements
for 2010.  

The biggest event for our squadron will
be hosting Fall 2011 District 20 Conference.
This will be the first time since 1997 that the
Chain-O-Lakes Squadron has hosted any
type of district event. I and the 2010
Executive Committee, believe that our
squadron is strong enough and very capa-
ble of hosting a district event. I truly believe
this event will bring us closer together and
make our squadron stronger. One of our
goals will be to show the other D20
squadrons how the Chain-O-Lakes can host

one of the best D20 Fall Conferences ever.
What a great event this will be!

The theme of this Conference will be
The Age of Discovery. We will honor and
celebrate the achievements of those early
courageous  maritime explorers:
Christopher Columbus, Prince Henry of
Portugal and Ferdinand Magellan. These
and other explorers set sail into uncharted
waters to establish navigation techniques
and routes we still use today.  

I would like to sincerely encourage the
COL membership to become involved and
support this conference event in any manner
you choose. You may contact Cindy Geske,
Conference Chairperson or any other mem-
ber of the Executive Committee, to offer
your talents to make the conference an
overwhelming success.

I would like to extend my warmest
Holiday Wishes to all the members of
Chain-O-Lakes Sail and Power Squadron!

Jim Geske, S

Commander
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Mark Your Calendar for 

These Upcoming Events

January

9 Founder’s Day/Annual Meeting
Morettis Ristorante & Pizzeria, 
Fox Lake, IL Shirley Wojcicki

12-16 Chicago Boat & RV Show
McCormick Place, Chicago, IL

February
1-6 USPS Annual Meeting

Orlando, FL

19 District 20 Operations Training

21 Change of Watch
Holiday Inn, Crystal Lake, IL Jim Geske

27-30 Strictly Sail Boat Show
Navy Pier, Chicago

March
20 Dinner Meeting and Program

Niko’s Grill & Pub, Huntley, 
Tom & Gloria Maguire

25-27 Spring Conference

Hilton Hotel, Northbrook, IL

Visit http://chain-o-lakes.org/ 
for all events for this year

Plan to attend
one of our many
educational or
social events. 
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EDUCATIONAL OFFICER - RON HERBIG, AP

From the Chain-O-Lakes Sail & Power
Squadron Educational Department

We concluded our spring America’s
Boating Course in May at the Fox
Waterway Agency graduating 13 students.
The spring Crystal Lake Park District class
was cancelled due to lack of enrollments.
Thanks to both of these organizations for
offering their facility for our classes.
Thanks to the up-to-date Chain-O-Lakes
website and the Fox Waterway Agency site
we have a good communication channel
for the community to find boating class
information. I received many phone mes-
sages and emails asking about class
schedules. We decided to offer a summer
class in June at the Fox Waterway Agency
where we anticipated 12 - 15 students.
Even though we only had 3 participants we
continued and graduated all the students
who were willing to take the time and had
the interest to study the material. Thank
you to all the members who helped teach,
proctor, grade exams, or just showed up
for support; Jim Bowgren, Jim Fuerholzer,
Gary Braker, Chip Byrne, Jim Geske and
Pat Braker. Also thank you to Jean
Schroeder at the Fox Waterway Agency for
her assistance with coordinating the class
schedule.

Our Marine Electronics course this
spring graduated 5 members; Jim Geske,
Dave Howard, Dick Kaman, Tim Levo and
me. We all learned a lot about galvanic
action, radio wave propagation, bonding
systems and navigation electronics. Gary
Braker always offers practical applications
to the material he teaches. Thanks to Gary
for teaching the class and Dave Delahunty
for supplementing the GPS section.

We also need to congratulate some
of our members for successfully completing
Advanced Grade courses this year. Jim
Fuerholzer, JN successfully completed his
requirements for Junior Navigation! The

Cdr Jim Geske, P completed the Piloting
exam after months of searching for a miss-
ing Bow Ditch chart. Don Kerr, S, Paul
Wagner, S and Vince Romanelli, S all com-
pleted their Seamanship examinations with
flying colors. Congratulations to our latest
graduates!

Being commander means never
having to say “I have free time.” Cdr Jim
Geske, P was also busy completing the
requirements for the Instructor
Development class. Lt/C Vince (Chip)
Byrne, AP was also in the class to learn, or
improve, his presentation skills. Chip and
Jim did a great job developing lesson plans
and presenting their class sessions.
Congratulations to Jim and Chip as our
newest Certified Instructors!

Currently we have exams ordered
for Piloting and Advanced Piloting. We
should soon have 7 more members with
advanced rank. In Piloting were members
Chad Braker, Don Kerr, Tim Levo and
Vince Romanelli. The Advanced Piloting
class consists of Jim Geske, Dave Howard
and Dick Kaman. Good luck on completing
your exams!

Our spring schedule is already full.
We have 3 ABC classes scheduled, Engine
Maintenance and 5 seminars. More infor-
mation will be sent out after the first of the
year, but keep your schedules open to
offer your assistance.

Have a Safe and Merry Holiday
Season and a Happy New Year!

Lt/C Ron Herbig, AP

Squadron Educational Officer

Knowledge
helps us 
make good
choices, 
keep learning!
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D/20 SPRING CONFERENCE

Plan to attend
the Spring
Conference
March 25 - 27



D/20 SPRING CONFERENCE REGISTRATION FORM
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D/20 OPERATIONS TRAINING
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D/20 OPERATIONS TRAINING REGISTRATION FORM
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ANNUAL MEETING AND FOUNDER’S DAY DINNER CELEBRATION

Plan to attend
the Annual
Meeting
and Founder’s
Day on 8
January, 2011
1900 hours

Please join us for the
Chain-O-Lakes Sail & Power Squadron 
Annual Meeting & Founder’s Day Dinner
Celebration

Saturday 8 January 2011 1900
Hours

Moretti’s Ristorante & Pizzeria 
165 South Route 12, Fox Lake, IL 60020 847-854-7220

$27.00 Buffet includes:
Broiled Salmon with Lemon Herb Sauce, Beef Tenderloin Tips with Sauteed
Mushrooms, Roasted Pork Loin with Sauteed Fresh Apples Plus
Homemade Mashed Potatoes, Fresh Vegetable Medleys, Fresh Baked Bread and
Butter, Unlimited Pop, Coffee and Tea,Tax & Tip Included. Cash Bar Separate.

Please attend to cast your vote for the bridge member 
nominations for the upcoming year!

Guest Speaker: P/C Patricia Baker, JN

RSVP by January 2 to Chip at 847-704-0258

March 20, 2011
2011 Dinner Meeting and Program
A great evening is planned for Chain-O-Lakes Sail &
Power Squadron and guests from several local
squadrons at Niko’s Grill & Pub at IL Route 47 and I-
90, Huntley, IL, with cocktails at 1830 and dinner at
1930.  Meal choices include London broil, Chicken ala
Dino, and Tilapia including salad, potato or rice, veg-
etable, rolls, coffee, tea and dessert – all for $20.00
including tax and tip.  A cash bar will be available.

Members who have dined at Niko’s recently praised their excellent cuisine.

Our program will be offered by Past Commanders Tom & Gloria Maguire reviewing for our pleasure
their Paddle Boat cruise on the Snake and Columbia rivers this past September.  Gloria will speak
about the Lewis and Clark Expedition to the West from St. Louis, MO to the Pacific Ocean at Astoria,
WA.  Tom will present scenic photos taken on the rivers as well as a film highlighting the early
Columbia River days to the commercial and recreational waterway of today.  Stops along the way:
Devils Canyon, Sacagawea Park, Columbia Gorge Interpretive Museum, Multnomah Falls, several
locks, Astoria, WA Museum and sand bar at confluence of Columbia River and Pacific Ocean.

We welcome you to bring your friends and enjoy a delicious meal and a worthy program
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New members 
of the Chain-O-
Lakes Sail and
Power Squadron,
Dick and Jill
Kaman. 

Meet Dick and Jill Kaman...

Dick and Jill Kaman joined the Chain-O-
Lakes Power and Sail Squadron after taking
the basic boating class in Fox Lake in 2009.
Actually, however, Dick has been boating
since his twenties. He and his dad bought a
27 foot sloop sailboat in 1974 and has been
sailing this craft named Mariah ever since.
Jill says it was the site of her first date with
Dick whom she met while working a summer
job at Motorola. They were both in a tennis
league together but neither was a proficient
player. 

Dick grew up in Aurora and has his masters
degree in electrical engineering from
Marquette University in Milwaukee, WI. He
currently works for Keating of Chicago, a
company involved in high tech restaurant
cooking equipment.

Jill, who grew up in Crystal Lake, is a
graduate of Carthage College, Kenosha,
with a fine arts degree, she worked for ten
years in an advertising agency leaving as
an art director and now has her own ad
agency business designing graphics, branding,
advertising and marketing. This gives her
time at home to indulge in perennial garden-
ing which she enjoys along with winter
sports. 

The Kaman family lives in Spring Grove
and have a son, Jonathan, 25, who graduated
from University of Illinois, Chicago and is in
his second year of law school at Drake
University in Des Moines, IA. A daughter,
Caitlin, attended Winona State University in
Minnesota studying Medical Technology and
is finishing up an internship this year in
Minneapolis. The Kaman’s have been
married 31 years.

Since joining the Squadron, Dick has
taken Seamanship and the Sailing course
offered by Waukegan Squadron. He has
also taken and passed the Piloting and
Weather Courses. They keep their boat in

Winthrop Harbor.
It is refreshing to see newcomers to

USPS volunteer to be Administrative Officer
as Dick Kaman has and Publications Editor
as Jill has. I have always believed that to
enjoy the Squadron you need to participate
and be involved. Give them a lot of encour-
agement when you see them at Squadron
functions.

P/C Gloria A. Maguire, SN

CHAIN-O-LAKES SAIL AND POWER SQUADRON
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Activities for everyone!
Chain-O-Lakes Sail and Power

Squadron had a fun filled summer of events!
We started off in June with the Blarney's
Island boat races. Five boats rafted togeth-
er, only one problem, our pizza dinner was
locked in my boat; a jammed cabin door!
Fortunately we were able to eventually save
day and serve the pizza!

July began with a fabulous 4th of July
celebration in Kenosha at South Port Marina
attended by many members. The food was
fantastic and fireworks were a sight to
behold!

Soon thereafter we sponsored the now
famous Chain-O-lakes vs. Skokie Valley
Cardboard Boat Regatta. Our homemade
watercrafts absorbed water very quickly and
a valiant effort was given by all the captains.

In August we met with the Racine
Squadron, to learn and experience the thrill
of sailing. Peaceful and quiet, a sailboat she
is; the only sounds you hear is the wind in
the sails and ripples of the water.

September brought a chilly commanders
cruise at Ericson’s Marina, we all stayed
warm with a huge bonfire, a great meal of
chicken and ribs and the warmth of friend-
ship with are fellow members.

October’s harvest moon rose off
Richardson’s Farm as the squadron ventured
out into the corn maze in Spring Grove, we
followed our charts and navigated our way
around the maze. Some of the crew
abounded the trek to return to a cozy warm
campfire for dinner on a stick and jumbo
so’mores! 

November’s event brought us back to
the PM&L Theatre in Antioch. Joseph and

CHAIN-O-LAKES SAIL AND POWER SQUADRON

continued on page 11



Vessel Safety
Checks exceed
expectations
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VESSEL SAFETY CHECKS

Vessel Safety Checks
This year has been a very successful

year for vessel checks.  Before the year got
started our goal was to do 100 checks.  The
month of May was set aside to get as many
checks done as possible.  The idea was
great but the weather did not get in on our
planning session.  It rained two of the four
weekends we planned for checks.  We did
have three new members certified ,Don
Kerr, Tim Leo and Chip Byrne.  As usual
Dave Howard led the way with 27 checks
and assisted on the weekends we had set
aside for safe boating week.  I would like to
thank everyone who helped in doing vessel
safety checks, without your help we could
not have exceeded our goal by doing 107.

We will be doing vessel checks during
safe boating week next year and incorporating
seminars to go with the checks.  If you

would like to get involved next spring, we
sure could use your help

Chip Byne, AP

Executive Officer

2010 events continued

the Amazing Technicolor Dreamcoat, a
superb performance. Two of our very own
performed in the play, Linda and Steve
Welding. The wine was flowing and a great
time was had by all.

To reminisce on any of these event, visit
the squadron website, www.Chain-o-
lakes.org. Click on the calendar of events
button and pick your favorite event.

A fun time was had by all. We are all
looking forward to next year!

Jim Geske, S

Commander



Join the fun! Be an active member.

Getting Involved
Keeps the Squadron Strong

Come Join the Fun

CHAIN-O-LAKES SAIL AND POWER SQUADRON

Chain-O-Lakes Sail & Power Squadron
The Link
3607 Robin Court
Spring Grove, IL 60081

Classes, boating, safety, parties, fun!


